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Digital Narrative Ideas 
 
Inspiration: 
 
Memento (2000) 

• Liked the subjective narrative and perspective from the protagonist. 
• Flashback sequences  
• Colour and black and white sequences 
• Diegetic and non diegetic sounds 
• Anti-narrative 
• Minimum number of actors used within the narrative 

 
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (2013) 

• Daydreamer 
• Character that everyone can relate to. 

 
I was inspired by these two films and the techniques used in the narrative but 
was not sure how to use these in my narrative. 
 
Initial Thoughts: 
 
I definitely wanted to use the idea of flashbacks in my narrative and told from 
the perspective of the protagonist, so the next question was how? 
 

• Elderly person talking about his past, maybe different facets of his life, 
his career or telling a story of his past loves.  

• Elderly person talking about a specific experience which he uses as a 
moral for the younger generation. 

• Another thought was how as a youngster we might have an exact idea 
of what we want to study and the career choice we want and how 
sometimes this is not practical. For example I always wanted to be a 
pilot but being deaf was told this was not possible. Then wanted to go 
into travel and tourism and again told it would be too difficult because 
of the level of speech and hearing required. Not till I was 16 and 
studied IT at sixth form finally my path opened up and realised it was 
this area that I could build a career from. I felt this idea could work as 
an anti-narrative and create a dark, depressing film but with light at the 
end of the tunnel. Using flashbacks we could enter the mind and 
thoughts of the character and understand his feelings against 
mainstream thoughts on disabilities. 

• Another idea was creating some kind of narrative resolving a crime 
using flashbacks. 

 
Whilst I thought about investigating the above ideas further I felt I also had to 
come up with some more ideas with a positive vibe. 
 

• I liked the idea of using childhood for flashbacks.  
• Narrative about important stages of childhood told through the eyes of 

an adult. 
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• Childhood friendships and there conclusions as an adult. 
• Childhood dreams. 

 
 
Which Idea????? 
 
I decided to go ahead with using childhood in a flashback sequence and 
mixing the idea of what you want to be when you grow up turning these 
thoughts into aspirations the protagonist flashbacks to.  
 
How? 
 
I now had to decide who was the intended audience. Was it going to be for 
adults because of the adult protagonists flashbacks or for children because 
the flashbacks were of his childhood? I decided to use a younger audience as 
my target audience because I wanted to create a simple, universal film that 
easily appealed and pleased. 
 
Research 
 
These are some more films I looked at: 
 
The Daydreamer (1966)-Live action and animation. A young boy daydreams 
to get away from the hardships of his life.  
 
Billy Liar (1963)- Black and white film of a daydreamer bored with his life. 
 
Mary Poppins (1963)- Live action and animation in a feel good film.  
 
Who framed Roger Rabbit (1988)- Live action and animation targeted at 
adults. 
 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid- Live action with animation sequences targeted at a 
younger audience. Animations are simple line drawings. 
 
The SpongeBob Movie- Sponge out of water (2015)- Live action and 
animation targeted at a younger audience. Humorous. 
 
I was inspired by these to create a narrative using mixed media, therefore live 
action and animation. Therefore I decided to go opposite to Mementos anti-
narrative and create a more positive, lighthearted narrative targeted to a 
younger audience but still using flashbacks. I liked the daydreamer aspect 
from The Secret Life of Walter Mittty and decided to use the dreams as an 
integral part and eventually decided on a childhood dreams and aspirations 
and how they are depicted in the narrative by the protagonist. Mementos 
subjective narrative would also work with this and therefore I felt I had a 
strong concept.  
 
 
 



Saad Chaudhry   KC3289 
	

Memento  
 
Psychological, neo noir thriller 
Anti-Narrative 
Non-Linear 
Subjective narrative 
Flashbacks 
Colour and black and white 
Film 
Minimum actors 
Diegetic and non diegetic sounds 
Voice over 
 
The Secret Life of Walter Mitty 
 
Light Humor 
Daydreamer 
Relatable 
 
My Narrative 
 
Light hearted and humorous  
Narrative 
Non-Linear 
Subjective Narrative 
Flashbacks 
Colour and Black and white 
Film and animation 
Diegetic and non diegetic sounds 
Voice over 
                       
 


